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go beyond saying that Oriental meant "brilliant, lustrous, shining,
glowing, radiant, resplendent'* or superior, while Occidental signi-
fied the reverse, inferior. Also Occident meant "Christendom."

As has been shown in the previous pages, Western and Eastern
have come to signify many other features, and contrasting and even
conflicting features. In fact, civilization has been conceived of as
dichotomous, Eastern and Western, each having a pattern of its
own and developing along its own lines, which are mutually
incompatible and immiscible. The dichotomy recalls the dichotomy
of plant and animal kingdoms: gymnosperms and angiosperms, and
vertebrates and invertebrates.

This classification was preceded by the distinction between
civilization and the "uncivilized** culture of the contemporary
"primitives." The latter includes the culture of the indigenous
peoples of Australia, America, and Africa. Professor Clark Wissler,
however, classifies civilization under three groups: Euro-American,
Oriental and Middle American, the last of the indigenous peoples
of "Australia, the Arctic, South Africa, Patagonia, etc.*' It will be
seen then that "culture" in the comprehensive sense is at first
divided into "Civilization** and "Primitive societies," as Professor
Toynbee puts it. Civilization is then sub-divided into Eastern and
Western, even as plants are first divided into gymnosperms and
angiosperms, and the latter into monocotyledons and dicotyledons.
"A comparative scientist," says Mr. Pitt-Rivers, "no matter what
his subject may be, has to standardize, in accordance with some
plan, the objects of his investigation. For this purpose he needs a
standard or norm which may be equally applied to every class and
category of object within the scope of his subject" (Pitt-Rivers, The
Clash of Culture and the Contact of Races, p. 194). What shall be
the standard by which Western and Eastern Civilizations may be
measured, as it were?

When civilization is divided into Western and Eastern, a contrast
is implied. It is the differences between the two that are emphasized,
and not die factors that may be common to both. On the other hand,
Western Civilization implies certain homogeneity between its
component parts. Two or more peoples have Western Civilization